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Investing in a modern tablet press can be a 
substantial financial investment, so it’s important 
to keep it in good working order. 

Performing frequent preventive maintenance 
is key to keeping your tablet press working 
at its best. Ideally, users will perform daily 
inspections and optimizations coupled with 
larger refurbishment jobs when necessary.

While this level of care may sound cumbersome, 
simple inspections can be easily worked into a 
daily production routine—especially when the 
alternative may be equipment malfunction and 
unnecessary downtime.

Introduction
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There are many signs to watch out for during 
regular equipment inspections. Learning 
to recognize these indicators and what 
they mean for your machine will help you 
determine the appropriate course of action.

Preventive Maintenance

& Refurbishment
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One of the main goals of preventive maintenance is proactively identifying worn components 
before they actually malfunction and cause downtime. During routine inspections, take 
note of any warning signs. Depending on the severity of the problem, these red flags might 
indicate the need for additional maintenance or refurbishment:

Warning Signs Your Press Needs Maintenance

Suboptimal yield

Erratic compression forces

Inconsistent weight control

Chatter in the compression stationsOdd noises coming from the main 
drive compartment

Escaping traces of product

Excessive vibration

Excessive physical wear, especially 
in abnormal patterns or on normally 
durable components
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When one of these warning signs appears, you should monitor it carefully. If 
the problem persists or worsens, contact your original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) for guidance.

Even in the absence of faulty components, you might still consider refurbishment 
as part of your preventive maintenance plan. A key factor to consider is 
obsolescence, which eventually strikes even the most state-of-the-art equipment. 

To avoid sinking further time and money into components that are no longer 
supported, keep in regular contact with your OEM. They are the best suited to 
advise on advancements that might affect your setup. 
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Once you’ve made the decision to refurbish, you 
shouldn’t go any further without the help of an 
OEM representative. At Fette Compacting, we 
approach refurbishments with great care, 
beginning the process with an on-site pre-

inspection to determine the necessary scope 
of a refurbishment. We also stay in frequent 
conversation with our clients, guiding them 
through critical refurbishment considerations:

If the press is in poor or outdated condition, we often recommend a full rebuild, which begins with 
a strip and power wash of the machine’s frame. In doing so, we establish an optimal base for 
improvements without replacing the entire installation. 

How comprehensive should the refurbishment be, if one is even necessary?

Critical Refurbishment Considerations:

Are any of the components still covered under warranty?

Conversely, is the machinery old enough that it ought to be replaced, rather than investing 
capital into a dying infrastructure?

Does the current condition of the machine actually warrant a full refurbishment? Would 
smaller measures suffice instead?

How to Approach Refurbishment
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A standard inspection should cover the following critical components: 

Assess cams and cam tracks carefully. 
Wear or damage to these components 
can alter the punch movements or even 
change the weight of the finished product, 
depending on how other parts are affected.

Rolls need to be replaced promptly 
once they show signs of pitting. 
Otherwise the damage can spread to 
other rolls and even punch heads.

The adjustment gearboxes—such as those 
used for compression or dosing stations—
need to operate under strict parameters. 
Maintaining factory specifications is the 
only way to ensure the press can maintain 
critical adjustment tolerances. 

Check the punch bores, die cavities, 
and die table surface for damage or 
uneven wear.

Turret

Compression Rolls Gearboxes

Cams

Guidelines for Preventive Maintenance
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The main drive is another 

component that should be 

frequently inspected and 

cleaned on presses without 

torque drives. Wear in the 

main drive or main drive 

gearbox can affect the 

entire press’s operation.

As with discharge 
chutes, even a minor 
problem with a shroud or 
guard can cause lasting, 
substantial damage. 
Metal shrouding should 
never touch the turret for 
even a single revolution.

Failure to test discharge chutes and 
ejection assemblies can quickly 
lead to product loss. Without timely 
adjustments to these assemblies, 
yield will suffer.

Don’t neglect the turret’s safety functions. 
The combination of heavy components 
rotating at high speeds necessitates an 
abundance of caution in the form of regular 
preventive maintenance.

Load cells should be 
inspected and calibrated 
regularly to prevent 
imprecise weight control.

Load Cells

Chutes and Ejection Assemblies Electrical and Safety Interlocks

Main Drives Shrouds and Guards
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While preventive maintenance 
is extremely beneficial to those 
considering refurbishment, it brings 
myriad other benefits to facilities with 
brand new presses. These include:

A comprehensive maintenance program will cover the proper calibration of all 
applicable systems, thereby promoting optimal component life.

By keeping the press in line with factory specifications, you ensure 
precise movements and accurate weight control. 

Improved press performance translates directly into an improved product. Well-
maintained presses produce more consistent, evenly compressed tablets with 
little opportunity for cross-contamination.

Identifying problems early saves money at all levels. Even simple flaws can lead 
to costly product loss, and that’s without considering the potential for catastrophic 
malfunction and downtime if maintenance is neglected entirely.

Benefits of Implementing a

Preventive Maintenance Program 

Reduced Wear

Optimal Results

Cost Savings 

Improved Performance
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A reputable OEM should serve as a valuable partner in the 
maintenance and refurbishment process. Suppliers understand all 
of the intricacies of their equipment, including subtle features that 
your most well-trained employees might not have encountered. 
This knowledge allows OEM technicians to thoroughly assess 
tablet presses and relay their findings in a digestible report.

When looking for an OEM, prioritize extensive experience and well-regarded customer service. An 
exceptional OEM will often provide the following services above and beyond distribution:

Familiarization with new features and upgrades

Education in the form of training programs and 
goal-setting

Safety inspections and refreshers on included 
safety features

Identification and replacement of 
worn components

Optimization of standard operating procedures

Implementation of checklists for operators

Personalized suggestions for increased yield 

What to Look For in a Provider



Whether you’re investing in a brand-new tablet 
press or simply shopping around for an OEM to 
manage your refurbishment, Fette Compacting 
offers the expert advice you need to optimize 
performance. Our skilled team of service 
technicians are highly trained as both mechanics 
and electronic technicians, and they’re available 
around the clock to assist with troubleshooting 
and servicing.

When we work on your tablet press, you can trust 
that we will use only original parts, whether for our 
equipment or for our partners’ process equipment. 
We stand by the reliability of our machinery, 
so we’ll never compromise for sub-standard 
components. We manage a spare part inventory 
of more than 1,500 components, so this promise 
will never come at the expense of a timely repair.

Fette Compacting tablet presses can last for 
many years when well cared for. With regular 
servicing and maintenance—both of which we 
happily assist with—a new tablet press can easily 
extend beyond the average 10-15 years. Should 
your equipment ever fall below current industry 
standards, we’ll work with you to bring the control 
system, electronics, and mechanical assemblies 
back up to speed.

To learn more about our industry-leading tablet 
presses, get in touch with our team. Our skilled 
staff are always happy to assess your needs and 
develop the most accessible solution, whether 
that’s a small renovation, a complete overhaul, or 
a brand-new tablet press.

400 Forge Way Rockaway, NJ 07866  |  fette-compacting-parts.com   

About Us

CONTACT US RESOURCE LIBRARY

https://www.fette-compacting-parts.com/
https://info.fette-compacting-parts.com/contact-us
https://www.fette-compacting-parts.com/resource/
https://www.facebook.com/FetteUSA/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FetteCompacting
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fette-america
https://twitter.com/Fette_America

